
 
 

‘Flowers of Crete’ Botanic Art Workshop 
8th – 22nd May, 2016 (now fully booked) 

11th – 18th October 2016 

(This is a sample itinerary and can be adapted to 

students’ abilities and requirements. Other dates 

and two and three week courses are available on 

request) 
 

Julia Jones, FLS 
at 

Corali Apartments, Elounda 
 

Cost per person - 7 day course: £1,200 
14 day course: £2,300 
21 day course: £3,400 

Please enquire for details of 14 and 21 day courses 
which can include a two destination holiday in Hania 

and Elounda. 
 

Including workshops, field trips, all materials, bed and 
breakfast accommodation at Corali Apartments, morning 
coffee and lunch, but excluding flights and evening meals 
 
Produce your own beautiful botanic drawings of flowers and leaves in 
the superb setting of the Mirambello Bay and Elounda. The course is 
led by artist and writer, Julia Jones, a Fellow of the Linnaen Society 

of London.  Julia has a passion for the native flora of the island and 
her work can be found in private collections around the world.  Julia 

is a self-taught artist and believes that anyone with a desire to 
produce their own botanic work is capable of unlocking their own 

creativity. Julia is also President and Founder of the charitable 
organisation ‘Flowers of Crete’ which seeks to promote conservation 

and environmental education on Crete. In 2015, to honour her work 
on the island, a newly discovered species was named Bellevalia 
juliana. 



  
Bellevalia 

juliana,  
photo © 

P. Bareka 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

This course is suitable for any level of 
artist. 

 
 

Day One:   

 
Arrivals and greetings at Heraklion 

airport, where Julia and Tony will be 
waiting for you to drive you to Elounda. 

 
Julia will settle you into your 

accommodation at Corali and, after 
leaving you to unwind after your journey, 
she will collect you to take you for dinner 

at a nearby taverna. 
 

Day Two:  
 

Morning:  
 

Breakfast, which will be served around 
the pool at Corali apartments. 
 

Julia will join you at 10.00 a.m. for our 
first session. 

 



Session One: A trip onto the local headland to discover some of the 
wonderful spring ophrys and orchids, in a spectacular setting 

overlooking Spinalonga island and the coastline around Elounda. In 
Spring, we will wander amongst O. papillionacea, Himantoglossum 

robertiana and many other endemic species. In Autumn, there will 
be a wealth of wonderful wild flowers and berries. 

 
 

 
 

The view from the road to the orchid meadows 
 

Coffee at a beachside taverna in the famous fishing village and 
tourist destination of Plaka, site of the best selling novel ‘The Island’ 

by Victoria Hislop. 
 
Session Two: We head back to Corali to decide on our choice of 

subject and to settle in around the pool to paint and chat. 
 

Lunch in the traditional taverna of Vacchus. With its welcoming and 
friendly staff and excellent food, it is sure to become a favourite! 

 
 

Session Three: Start on your first drawings, with the chance to learn 
more about your fellow artists and make like-minded friends, as we 
chat and enjoy the sunshine. 

 



 

Wild cyclamen leaf 

 
Dinner at one of the excellent 

tavernas in Elounda. 
 

Day Three: 
 

Breakfast around the pool. 
 
Session Four: Field trip to 

Mount Oxa to find wild 
cyclamen, crocus and squill.  

The hillsides around Elounda 
are covered with autumn 

flowering bulbs in October. In spring there are a variety of endemic 
bulbs and a wealth of orchids. A chance to draw and photograph these 

beautiful flowers in situ. 
 

 

Cyclamen graecum 
ssp graecum grows 

wild in abundance 
 

Lunch at Vacchus 
taverna with a 

warm welcome 
from Dimitri and 
Sotiris. 

 
 

 
 

Session Five: Continuing drawing and starting colour matching and 
mixing. 

 
Dinner at The Hope taverna in the nearby village of Mavrikiano. A 
lovely local restaurant with an interesting history and fabulous 

views over Elounda and the bay. 
 

 



 
 

Endemic Autumn Crocus 
– C. oreocreticus 

 
Day Four: 

 
Breakfast at Corali. 

 
Sessions Six and Seven: 
Painting by the pool. 

 
Coffee as we work. 

 
Lunch at Vacchus restaurant and time for exploring Elounda and 

shopping in the excellent range of shops selling jewellery, ceramics 
clothes and much more. 

 
Session Eight: Make a start on first paintings. 
 

Dinner at the small but excellent Paleo Kantouni taverna, with a 
limited, but tasty, traditional menu. Sample spinach pies, cod with 

garlic sauce, souvlaki and local whitebait. 
 

Day Five: 
 

Breakfast by the pool. 
 

Session Nine and Ten: Continuing to paint under Julia’s supervision 
and support. 
 

Coffee as we work. 
 

Meze Lunch at Vacchus taverna and shopping in Elounda. 
 

Session Eleven: Trip into the mountains above Aghios Nikolaos to 
explore and photograph.  We will visit a remote plateau to experience 

fields of flowers, superb views, with a chance to see birds of prey, 
such as golden eagles, buzzard and vultures.  The plateau is full of 
ancient fruit trees, which, in spring are covered with blossom and in 

autumn are heavy with fruit and nuts. Great subjects for painting. 
Find quince, cherry, apple and pears, along with walnuts, vines and 

almonds.  A magical experience whatever the season, with the peaks 
of Mount Dikti towering over us as we explore. 

                                                                                       



 Lunch at a 
local taverna in 

the mountains, 
which is 

frequented by 
shepherds and 

bee keepers. 
This table has a 

wonderful view 
of the 
mountains for 

us to admire as 
we eat. 

Day Six: 
 

Breakfast by 
the pool. 

 
Session Twelve and Thirteen: Completing paintings and a chance to 
make another study. 

 
Coffee 

 
Lunch at Vacchus and time to explore Kolokythia Island, with its 

Roman mosaic, ancient Greek Orthodox Church and Venetian 
canals.  The views across the bay to Elounda and its surrounding 

villages are truly stunning. 
 
 

 
 

Minoan 
fresco 

– The 
Sea 

Daffodil 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Dinner at The Lotus Eaters, a British run restaurant overlooking the 
sea, which specialises in high quality ingredients, including fresh 

local fish. 
 

Day Seven: 
 

Breakfast around the pool at Corali. 
 

Session Fourteen and Fifteen: Finishing your works and packing up. 
 
Coffee around the pool. 

 
 

 
Smilax berries in autumn 

Farewell Lunch at Vacchus and 
goodbyes to Dimitri, Sotiris and 

Andreas. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Watercolour study of the pink form of Cyclamen creticum © Julia 

Jones 
 

 
 

Departures to Heraklion airport with Julia and Tony. 
 

 
 



 
 

Detail of endemic 
Orchis papilionacea 

ssp alibertis 
© Julia Jones 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
‘Julia is a botanical artist, who taught us watercolour painting one day 

at her beautiful Cretan village stone-house, the next day under an 
almond tree up in the mountains, another day we were on hilltop 
overlooking Spinalonga. We had lunches in small mountain villages 

and on hidden beaches. We looked for orchids and she learned us 
about the flowers and plants of Crete. It is the best vacation we ever 

had, and we are definitely going back next year.’ 
 

Bente and Marijit, Norway 
 

The Best Painting Holiday we have ever been on! 
 
Nadira Kurtha, London 

 
The most relaxed and fun painting holiday ever!! Julia is excellent 

company and an inspirational teacher. 
 

Alison MacPherson, Croydon 
 

 
 
Places are strictly limited.  If you would like to secure your 

place, please contact julia@flowersofcrete.info.  A 20% 
deposit is required on booking with the balance payable = 

 

mailto:julia@flowersofcrete.info


Students painting in the sunshine 


